Studies on antithrombotic effects of recombinant hirudin.
Recombinant desulfato hirudin (rH) was studied with regard to its effects on various models of thrombosis, its pharmacokinetic behaviour as well as its influence on primary haemostasis in rats. The pharmacological behaviour of rH proved to be similar to that of native hirudin. Depending on the different models of experimental thrombosis different dosages of rH were required to prevent thrombus formation. This corresponds to rH plasma concentrations of 0.5-1.5 micrograms/ml. Primary haemostasis is influenced only after excess dosages and plasma concentrations of 4 micrograms/ml and above.